Mechanisms of ventricular arrhythmias.
Ventricular arrhythmias may result from abnormalities of impulse initiation and/or impulse propagation. The former include automatic arrhythmias, which may occur at high (normal) levels of membrane potential or at low (abnormal) levels of membrane potential. They also include triggered activity, which may result from early (occurring before complete repolarization) or delayed (occurring after complete repolarization) afterdepolarizations. Arrhythmias resulting from abnormal impulse propagation may be reentrant, determined in part by anatomic or functional conduction block, or the result of reflection. The factors determining various arrhythmogenic mechanisms are discussed.